HOW STRONG IS  BRITAIN ?
1884 the area of land under the plough amounted to
a little over the half of all land used for farming, and
in 1936 it still amounted to 41-6 per cent.
Oats play the biggest role in Great Britain's harvest
as far as volume is concerned, but wheat, as the only
cereal grown in the country, occupies public attention
far more.   The production of rye is almost unknown.
Since the beginning of the century, when recovery
set in for British agriculture, the wheat harvest has
increased almost without interruption.   The biggest
harvest was in 1918 when it was twice as big as in 1914.
A violent set-back then took place, but since 1929 the
wheat harvest has again been on the up-grade, and
in 1936 it had reached almost exactly the level of the
average harvest during the last ten pre-war years.
The oats harvest in 1904 was bigger than it usually
is to-day, but not very much bigger.   It has remained
fairly stable, and in 1936 it was only one-fifth under
the average harvest level of the last ten pre-war years.
In weight it was almost twice as big as the wheat
harvest in 1936.   Between 1904 and 1920 the harvest
of barley remained fairly stable,   but  in   1926   a
decline began, and by 1937 it was only about 65 per
cent of the average volume of pre-war barley harvests.
Root crops, etc., have enjoyed greater protection
from high transport costs than any other branch of
agricultural production because being not only heavy
but also bulky it has never been worth while to import
them*   The result has been, for instance, that since
1900 the  potato  crop  has  steadily  increased.   It
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